
  Today we continue our discussion on the uniqueness of the complementarity of the woman as God’s 
perfect provision as the man’s helper.    In this regard, our focus is on Gen 2:22 which reads “And the rib that the LORD 
God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.” 
 Last week we stated that the Hebrew word for made in this verse is banah, to build,  and that it occupies a 
position of great importance throughout Scripture.  While its general meanings of make, do, accomplish, fashion and so 
on, are regularly found in the Bible from Gen 1:26, “ “ ..Let us make man in our image, ..” to the building of cities, 1 Ki 
15:17, where  God is the builder, the primary emphasis does not rest on buildings or facilities but in the following three 
areas:  
 Homes and Families.  Ps 127:1a states, “ Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.”  
(See also Ruth 4:11 which acclaims Rachel and Leah as the matriarchs who built up the house of Israel and Gen 16:2; 30:3 
in which to obtain or to have children is represented by to be built up by in the Hebrew).  The reference in the psalm is 
not to the physical components of the home, that is, to its, brick, wood, mortar and so on, but on the heavenly 
perspectives and eternal principles, in contradistinction to worldly patterns and human achievements, which alone are 
the lasting foundation of a godly home.  Thus, unless our homes are constructed on timeless biblical principles and 
priorities – unless God builds it – all our accomplishments will amount to nothing.  In this Psalm we have a forerunner 
of our Lord’s final instructions in his Sermon on the Mount that the house whose wise owner builds it upon the 
foundation of Christ’s teaching will survive the raging storms and vicious assaults of the world while that built by the 
foolish man on the foundation of his own worldly principles will succumb to the strenuous tests of life, Mt 7:24-27. 
 Posterity.  The Scripture describes our God as the builder of the posterity of his people.  “And I will raise up for 
myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, 
and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever.”  1 Sam 2:35.  Here the Lord God promises to build or establish an 
enduring priesthood in the line of the faithful priest Zadok whose office extended from the reign of Solomon to the 
Intertestamental Period when it was sold by Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.) who was not of the priestly line.  
[New International Study Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985), 379]. 
It is also used of the Lord’s commitment to build a dynasty for David, 2 Sam 7:5-16.  Here, in the establishment of his 
covenant with David, the Lord God steadfastly clarifies that it is not David who will build a house or temple for him, v.5, 
but that it is the Lord himself who will build not a house but a dynasty consisting of an eternal line of kings the greatest of 
whom would be Jesus Christ.   
 Nations.  The Lord God is the one who builds and rebuilds nations, especially those of Israel and Judah.  For 
example, in his promise of restoration for Israel and Judah, Yahweh declares “Behold, I will restore the fortunes of the 
tents of Jacob and have compassion on his dwellings; the city shall be rebuilt on its mound, and the palace shall stand 
where it used to be.”  Jer 31:4.   We also find the same language in abbreviated fashion in 33:7.  See also 42:10.   
 Thus, when in Gen 2:22 the Scripture declares that the Lord God took a rib from Adam and built it into the 
woman and brought her to the man as his wife, and when we study this verse in conjunction with the creation mandate to 
“ “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth..” 1:28, we can safely conclude that the divine intention in the building of 
Eve is for the populating of God’s creation with descendants made in his own image. 
 Note: the examples of Homes and Families, Posterity and Nations above are taken from Willem VanGemeren, 
ed., New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing 
House, 1997), 679 [Logos Bible Software]. 
  

  

  

  

   
 


